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1. The Kingdom of Morocco and the Confederation of Switzerland jointly organized from 
28th to 29th October 2014 in Rabat, with the cooperation of the Geneva Declaration on 
Armed Violence and Development and the United Nations Development Programme, 
the Regional Conference on Armed violence and development in the MENA region, 
under the theme “Ending armed violence for Peace and Development”.  

 

2. The Rabat Conference for MENA region brought together nearly 100 participants, 
including 16 States from the MENA region (EAU, Jordan, Qatar, Bahrein, Saudi 
Arabia, Yemen, Palestine, Lebanon, Morocco, Egypt, Sudan, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Mauritania, Iraq and Kuwait), 5 States from the Sahel region ( Burkina Faso, Mali, 
Senegal, Chad and Niger), 10 States from GD Core Group (Nigeria, Spain, Switzerland, 
Brazil, Colombia, Philippines, Finland, Thailand, Netherlands, and Great Britain), 8 
International and regional Organisations (League of Arab States, Maghreb Arab 
Union, African Bank for Development, UNODC, UNODA, PNUD, UN Women and 
UNICEF). The Conference was also attended by a number of Think Thanks, Academic 
institutions, research centers and NGOs representatives. 
 

3. Participants hailed the endeavours of the Kingdom of Morocco and the Confederation 
of Switzerland, the Secretariat of Geneva Declaration and UNDP in organising this 
conference with the participation of the States from the Sahel region which was 
considered as valuable contribution to the debate and discussions. They also paid tribute 
to the Government of His Majesty King Mohammed VI, for hosting this Conference 
which is illustrative of the interest and role of the Kingdom of Morocco as a credible 
partner for maintaining international peace and security. 

 

4. The conference considered the issue of violence and development in the MENA region 
and raised awareness of the need to address challenges of armed violence on the 
development to the MENA region. It was also as an opportunity to encourage MENA 
region member States to adhere to the Geneva Declaration as well as to develop a 
holistic approach aiming at strengthening national capacities of the MENA region’s 
States with the support of international, regional and sub-regional organizations, NGOs 
and Think Tanks, and in accordance with the principles of the Geneva Declaration. 
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5. Participants to the Conference expressed a wide range of views, concerns and priorities. 
In this Summary, I will not attempt to list all of them. Instead, I will try to make a non-
exhaustive Summary of the key points that, in my understanding, were important during 
the discussions and reflected by the moderators in their respective summaries. 
 

I- Reducing armed violence and generating development require a global and an 
integrated approach:  
 

6. Views expressed highlighted the relevance of Geneva Declaration while underlining the 
need for setting up operational tools for its implementation with a view to strengthening 
capacities of States Parties, reinforcing the cooperation between the various stakeholders 
for the reduction of armed violence and ensure the development in the region. 

 

7. Participants noted that this conference represents a fundamental step to further deepen 
the reflexion on the correlation between armed violence and development while stressing 
the nexus between peace and development (no peace without development and no 
development without peace). The conference was considered as an opportunity to 
make an assessment, identify obstacles and consider concrete actions to be undertaken 
with a view to reducing the scope of armed violence and generate development in the 
MENA region. 
 

8. Participants underlined that the phenomenon of armed violence requires a careful 
approach on how to define “armed violence” which has multiple forms: traditional 
conflicts, terrorism and social violence. This particular nature of armed violence requires 
an adapted response focusing on its root causes and reasons. 
   

 

9. They widely recognized that armed conflicts and particularly the Israeli occupation have 
negative impact on peace and regional and international security and affects the level of 
development and regional integration of all MENA countries.  

 

10. Participants affirmed that armed violence has a great negative impact on States’ human, 
social, political and economic situations in the region and efforts of affected States in 
terms of reconstruction and reconciliation, at the medium and long terms.  They also 
stated that the costs of armed violence represent a major obstacle to the achievement of 
the Millennium Development Goals, and therefore, need to be taken into account for 
the new development Agenda. 

 

11. They underlined the need of the involvement of international financial institutions to 
contribute to international efforts aiming at ending armed violence for peace and 
development. 

 
II- Collective and coordinated actions among various stakeholders: an imperative for peace 

and development:  
 

12. Participants considered that sharing data and information, identification of actors 
involved in the reduction of armed violence, enhanced cooperation between the various 
stakeholders, including the private sector, could contribute to reducing armed violence, 
and thus, the achievement of the new development Agenda.  The idea of setting up an 
observatory for the collection of data and exchanging best practices in reducing armed 
violence was raised. 

 

13. Participants expressed the need to strengthen national capacities of the MENA States at 
the national and local levels, consolidate the rule of law, establish preventive policies of 
armed violence, open and control borders, fight against transnational crime and 
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trafficking in small and light weapons. They believed that these measures could 
facilitate the optimal implementation of Geneva Declaration.  

 

14. They emphasized the transnational dimension of armed violence, raised the impact of 
crime on peace and stability in the MENA region and agreed on the necessity to 
strengthen the institutional capacities and technical expertise of MENA States, to 
address these challenges. They also highlighted the necessity to reinforce cooperation 
between the UN Peacebuilding Commission and MENA States. 

 

15. In the same context, transnational organised crime (TCO) has been qualified as a threat 
to international security which impacts all societies, weakens economies and undermines 
democratic transitions, as well as peace and security, public safety, public health and 
economic stability. 

 

16. Various views underlined the role of education in the reduction of armed violence 
stressing that educative strategies should adopt a holistic approach focusing on tolerance, 
acceptance of others and on civic values, dialogue between civilisations and religions, 
contributing to a “culture of peace”. 

 

17. Participants underscored the role of youth and women, both as victims of armed 
violence and vectors of development. In this respect, they considered education 
strategies, awareness campaigns targeting youth and women, as well as gender balance 
strategies to fight against exclusion, insecurity, unemployment as areas to be focused on. 

 
III- Enhancing regional and sub-regional cooperation: a prerequisite for stability and security 
of the MENA and Sahel regions:  

 
18. There was a consensus on the need to strengthen an effective regional and sub-regional 

cooperation in the area of openness and security of borders between the Sahel region 
and the Arab Maghreb Union States, given the context of increased terrorist and criminal 
threats. In this context, synergies and coordination between regional, sub-regional and 
different stakeholders to prevent armed violence in these regions was emphasized. 
 

19. Participants highlighted the negative impact of political instability and economic crises, as 
well as the increase of terrorist and criminal threats, on the cooperation between the 
States of the MENA and the Sahel regions, concerning border security and control. They 
emphasized the importance of reinforcing the regional and sub-regional cooperation 
mechanisms, on the basis of common and shared responsibility. 
 

20. Views underscored the imperative role of further reinforcing the South-South 
Cooperation as a vector of development and stability since the control of borders is a 
major and common challenge to Europe, North Africa and the Sahel region in terms of 
security of borders and political stability of the States.  

 

21. Participants underlined the idea that consolidation of regional integration, through 
collective and coordinated action of sub-regional organisations in the MENA and Sahel 
regions could generate sustainable development and tackle the root causes of armed 
violence.  
 

22. Participants underlined the necessity to build regional partnerships, as well as the 
exchange of knowledge, skills and best practices between the relevant authorities of the 
MENA region and partners. They also underlined the necessity to analyse the direct 
impact of programmes to prevent and reduce violence towards development within the 
welcomed framework of the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and 
Development. 


